The Crater

Continued from puge 9

But you ain't nothin® more's o slave. No;
nothin' to that.”

SThat suit you were wi
like a fairly good one to o
said,

“You heteher life it docs. That suit was
a pgift from Gawd, The whole outfit
wos, Nothing like it over hnppened to
me before,  Two weeks apo some suffrage
ladics pome down (o our neighborhood snd

g looked
" Maxwell

hadd o rommage sule. T dunne yet what
tork me in there early Tore work —it was
like sonnethine inside me fold me to go.

Thiz suit was there. Tt was all dirty and
spotiy, huat it fit moe fine, The girl who
was walling on me kinder gol interested
whon shescen how dippy T was. Gee, T
nearly hid g brain=storm!  So s]u- 1|{~Inr\d
somie alher things for mae.

thee suit anil Chie waist aned e ha

gloves and the —she ealled them ‘spats’—
for five dull I hadd three dollars saved
up and my ‘sopay. I seon this was
my chanet all righte.  And 1 heat it
atraight home aud got the cash and eome
back., Five dollars! T didn't eat much

that weol. v 1 haddn by soma
elepning =¥ to fix Lhe sait up, bt when
I ot throueh with it —well, ¥ou could see
yoursell. how  good-looking it is, But now
U'm nll wight for the spring, I've gotta
Degin woreyin® about the fall. And 1'm
tieeel of woreying,  No.o  Nitski,  Nix,
Adolph for wine!™

NOTHER silonee foll.
by ke in Ter oy

Miss Lo Fayor

nifl ovenly
“T IIIIIII aver here In \v\‘. \mk from Bos-
ton wweols or two ago. While 1 was here T
saw in Tilfany's o very heautifl pices of
jewelry—an opal pendant —the only piece
of jowelry that 1 have ever wanted in my
Tlife, 11 was a black opal, hut =0 full of fire
that they had eheistened it ‘the Crater,
[ told my father about it when [ went
home, and he said that 1 ndght have it for
a hirthday present. T intended to go
straight to Tilfany’s the moment we had
goftlod ourselves in the hotel.  But we
joined the parade and that pn.-wnlnd
I'm not poing to buy the Crater now,

Maxwall pansed; then went on in the
samo quiet tone;

“Instead I shall give the money to you.
[t is two thousand dollars.”

Looking at Maxwell, Miss Le Fuvor's
gaze changed to o s She spemed
- where she sat.  DBut
signs of refurning life.
Her

Came

presoutly
She began (o stragele for expression.
mouth opened, although ot first no words

et
Two
hrought ont.
roughly.
Maxwell's smile hronght the shadow
hollows bivd-fluttering across her  face.
“I've been told that before.” she ad-
mitted; “but 1 don't thinkit's true. You
is my beliel that
kind of
I

She could only gasp and sputter,
thousand dollars he finally
“Non're nutty!" ghe added

but T think that's heesuse 've nlways had
enough-—too much, S cou'll necept
my two thousand doll 1 s yours, My
'ul\ ire Lo you is to take it and to use it in
tenining youesell for some specinl oecupi-
tion,  But 1 don’t stipulate, T give it to
you freely, with no strings. You will know
better than | what to do with it, becanse
you've reached the Pass of Desperation,
And when people comy to that Pass—"

The shadow hollows hird-flitted out of
Muxwell’s faco, The serenity and aus-
terity and solitude flowed baek,

Miss Lo Favor still stared at her,

“Pwo thousand dollara!” shoe muttered,
' dreaming, Bt 'd know what to do
with it, all right. I'd go to o business
college and fit mysell for ono of those
twonty = five=dollar-a-week jubs,  You
watech me.  I'll be some queen before 1
get through.”

“What do you think, Cordi
asked.

ST sav, bully

Maxwell

for youl T was just

about to offer wmy Gfteon andred,  Bighi
dollars & week!  Thinls of it]”

What do you think, Miss Carroll?”
Muoxwell nsked this in the tone of one who
conrtoonsly inelndes o ste muur in s eon-
versation.

' afraid my opinion iz of no valoe,”
Miss Corroll answered in the tone of ane
who retreats from ecommitting e

Would you rather have o
night, Mizs Le Favor?”
“Or would you like to wait and
to the bank with me to=morros

Mizs Le IPavor considersd the question
with o feroctty of convontration. gnawing
first, at her upper lip, then at her lower
one,  “I'll tnke the cheel now,” sho snid,
“1 ain't never had one bofore —yon'll
hofter tell me what to do with "

Maxwell walked over to the desk
drow out writing paper, envelops, & chos
hools,

“How do you zpell vour pame?”
asked,

Miss Le Favor followed her,
over Maxwell's shoulder.
ehanged from brow

down

she

She hung
Her vyos had
to yollow, At times
ko o lieress sensing her
v, Bhe spolled her name.

“Now lot me oxplain to von, Miss Lo
Favor," Maxwell said, after writing o mo-
ment,  “This cheek s for two thousand
dollars. It is made out by me fo g
You see, it says heore, ' Pay to (he order of
Pauline Lo Favor,” and 1 have sigoel my

name to it.  Take it to the bank to- |
MOrrow 1 e Wait; IH write |]n-i
nan and addres vheck at

thi window the u'l‘i Her,' 1711
write that down too.  Now, the cheek |
being a lnege one, they may question you.
Omn the back I'm going to ask you 1o write

your name, and unde

it Il write * Signa-
o griarantecd ' and stgn it myself, They
ask yon to sign your name again—to
signatures. Do you  under-

to give you this note to the payving teller.
If he should still be unecrtain, you eall
me up here and T talk to hin.

Miss Le Favor seooped the cheek up

from the blottered surface of the desk.
“0Oh, my Gawd!” out sud-
donly.  “I know I'm 1Ir|\|m|11 It's too

much like the movies.” hudtlvni\ she
flung about and faced Miss Carroll.
“What are you holding k, old frozen-
face?™ she demanded.  “What have you
got against me!  You don't wanna see
me have any huek, do you? Jealous!
That's your trouble. Say, spit it onr.
will you! I wannn Imm\ what  you're
thinkin’ and whnt you're gonni say about
we the moment my back's turned.”
188 CARROLL'S face «

b the shadow of her cha
and switehed on the lights, Miss Le Favor,
the check tight in her hands, watehed her.
Then they both sat down.

1 right,” Miss Carroll said in a clear

“I'I tell you just what I think, 1
1k Miss Lee is doing the most foolish
thing she could possit
ing you this money. And you're doing
the most foolish thing you conld possibly
do for yoursell in tnking i

Miss Le Favor put the eheek down on
the tnble,

“What do you mean?" she snarlod,

T mean,” Miss Carroll answoral, “got-
ting a big bunch of money like that isn't
going to help any. It's only walking
round the question, What good will
two thousand dollars do you? Not a hit
of poad,  Nor three, nor four, nor five,
And why?  Becagse it'll go the way
ensy money goes,  You ain't got any real
anmibilion or spunk or grit ginger, or
you'd have found out long before (his
what you wanted to do and started to do
it.  You think you're going to o business
college to fit yourself for something, 1
bet gou dollars to doughnuts by to-mor-
row night you'll have two hundred of that
two thousand spent on the fossiest outfit

aged from
Bhe arose

1
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ia recommended by
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